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John Dycus

On the front lines of
the war on privet.
After the first freeze
almost everything in
the wildscape goes
dormant, so most of
what remains green is
privet, signifying (drum
roll) it’s privet pulling time again. Privet,
surely you know by now, is an Asian
plant that, left unchecked, grows rapidly
and could kill the entire post oak woodland. The native wildflowers and understory plants would be crowded out as the
privet becomes so thick it blocks the light,
preventing germination of the acorns and
seeds that fall to replace the older trees
as they die out.
Privet is thickest along the creek’s
moist banks. While immature privet pulls
easily, established privet requires the
hard-core orange Weed Wrench. The
larger plants must be cut and the stumps
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Privet pullers, left
and below, keep
fighting the good
fight while lots of
small trees were
planted in the
erosion area during
the last Saturday
workday. Fort Worth
Forester Melanie
Migura, right, turned
up to help with tree
pruning, and Molly
made everyone take
a break and eat
healthy snacks.

